
ENGLISH 2391: THE WAY WE ARGUE NOW
Dr. Mullen

Choose one of the following prompts:

1) “The Murders in the Rue Morgue” begins with the line, “”The mental features discoursed 
of as the analytical, are, in themselves, but little susceptible of analysis” (101).  But the 
story then attempts to analyze the analytical faculties, in part by showing them in action.  
Focusing on specific textual details, make an argument about how the story undermines its 
opening line.  You might consider how the short story defines and invites analysis, as well 
as the similarities and differences between the opening discourse on analysis and the 
detective story that follows.

2) Never Let Me Go frequently refers to Hailsham students as “special.”  Kathy H. seems to 
suggest that the fact that they attended Hailsham makes them “special,” while the 
guardians warn the students against smoking because they are “special.”  Using textual 
evidence to support your case, make an argument about what it means to be “special” 
within Never Let Me Go.  You might consider how the shifting (and relational) definition of 
the word “special” connects to the novel’s understanding of humanity, education, or social 
control. Or, you could consider how the novel’s understanding of the concept of being 
“special” helps readers understand the promises and problems of Hailsham.

3) Art and literature are important to both the plot (the story, what happens) and the 
thematics (the meaning) of Never Let Me Go.  Throughout the novel there are different ways 
of valuing art and literature—the novel connects art to identity, to social regard, to 
pleasure, to exchange value (it allows Hailsham students to buy things at the Sales), to 
love.  Focusing on specific textual details, make an argument about either how and why the 
novel is critical of art and literature; or how and why the novel values art and literature.

Steps to writing:
1. Brainstorm – re-read the text, making notes about your topic by selecting passages 

that will help you develop (and eventually support) your argument.
2. Analyze these passages.  Ask yourself:

a. What do these passages mean?
b. Why are they significant to the novel as a whole?
c. How do they convey meaning?  What specific language do they use? How do 

they develop characters, setting, tone, themes, etc. . .?
d. What questions or contradictions do these passages raise?
e. Are there ambiguities within the passages?
f. What are the connections between these passages?

3. Create an outline of what you’d like to write
4. Write the essay!
5. Reverse outline the essay that you’ve written (make an outline that says what each 

paragraph does)
6. Revise the essay
7. Re-read the essay, editing for typos, grammatical errors, etc.



8. Bring the rough draft into class for peer review
9. Turn it in! Get feedback!
10.Revise the essay
11.Turn it in!

Challenges:
1. Move beyond cliché
2. Use specific, concrete details from the text
3. Consider literary form—explain how the text conveys its meaning
4. Be thoughtful about your language
5. Demonstrate critical thinking

The dirty details:
Your essay should be:

• 3-4 pages long
• written in 12 point font
• double-spaced
• you’ll need 4 copies of your rough draft (for yourself and your peers, email me a draft 

in pdf format at mary.mullen@ttu.edu)
• email your final draft (as a pdf) to me at mary.mullen@ttu.edu

It should have:
• 1 inch margins
• your name on it, and a title (no need for a title page!)
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