
ENGLISH 2391: THE WAY WE ARGUE NOW
Paper Assignment 2
Dr. Mullen

Rough draft due: October 24
Final draft due: November 5
EMAIL PAPERS AS A PDF

Choose one of the following prompts:

1) As Essential Literary Terms demonstrates, the dramatic monologue reveals the speaker’s 
temperament and character through his/her own language, addressed to a listener or group 
of listeners.  Analyze two dramatic monologues that we have read in class (“My Last 
Duchess,” “Ulysses,” “Mother to Son,” and “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”) to 
make an argument about the role of the speaker in dramatic monologues, either focusing on 
how the role of the speakers differ in these two poems, or how they are similar despite 
their many differences.  You should focus on how the poems convey meaning, drawing 
attention to their structure (rhyme, enjambment, line length, stanzas, etc.) and their use of 
literary devices (character, diction, tone, irony, imagery, metaphor, etc.).  Ultimately, you 
need to make an argument about the role of the speaker in these two dramatic monologues 
that 1) identifies what you are arguing 2) explains how these poems support this argument 
3) indicates why this argument matters.

2) Dante Gabriel Rosetti emphasizes poetry’s longevity in his opening line: “A Sonnet is a 
moment’s monument” (1).  Many other poems that we have read also suggest that poetry is 
immortal, or use poetry to reflect on eternity.  Analyzing two poems that we have read that 
confront the question of eternity, make an argument about how poetry represents and/or 
defies time, either focusing on how these poems represent eternity differently despite their 
similarities, or how they represent eternity similarly despite their differences.  You should 
focus on how the poems convey meaning, drawing attention to their structure (genre, 
rhyme, enjambment, line length, stanzas, etc.) and their use of literary devices (diction, 
tone, irony, imagery, metaphor, etc.).  Ultimately, you need to make an argument about the 
relationship between poetry and eternity in these two poems that 1) identifies what you are 
arguing 2) explains how these poems support this argument 3) indicates why this argument 
matters.

Steps to writing:
1. Brainstorm – re-read the poems, making notes about your topic by selecting lines and 

forms that will help you develop (and eventually support) your argument.
2. Analyze these lines.  Ask yourself:

a. What do they mean?
b. Why are they significant to the poem as a whole? How do they relate to the 

poem’s structure?
c. How do they convey meaning?  What specific language do they use? 
d. What questions or contradictions do these lines raise?
e. Are there ambiguities within the lines?



f. What are the connections between these lines?
3. Create an outline of what you’d like to write
4. Write the essay!
5. Reverse outline the essay that you’ve written (make an outline that says what each 

paragraph does)
6. Revise the essay
7. Re-read the essay, editing for typos, grammatical errors, etc.
8. Bring the rough draft into class for peer review
9. Turn it in! Get feedback!
10.Revise the essay
11.Turn it in!

Challenges:
1. Move beyond cliché
2. Use specific, concrete details from the poem
3. Consider literary form—explain how the poem conveys its meaning
4. Be thoughtful about your language
5. Demonstrate critical thinking

The dirty details:
Your essay should be:

• 3-4 pages long
• written in 12 point font
• double-spaced
• you’ll need 4 copies of your rough draft (for yourself and your peers, email me a draft 

in pdf format at mary.mullen@ttu.edu)
• email your final draft (as a pdf) to me at mary.mullen@ttu.edu

It should have:
• 1 inch margins
• your name on it, and a title (no need for a title page!)

Your final grade will result from an average of your rough draft and final draft grade.
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