
Grading Rubric

Your writing will be graded according to the following criteria:

1) Clarity. Is the paper easy to follow? Does each sentence clearly contribute to the argument?

Clarity has two dimensions: clarity of ideas (you express your ideas clearly) and clarity of 
structure (you organize your ideas in a coherent way).  You should define the key terms of 
your argument, make strong, logical transitions between paragraphs, and create a sustained 
argument.

2) Persuasiveness. Have you supported your argument with evidence from the text? Does each 
paragraph help to support your overarching thesis?

Persuasiveness depends upon evidence (textual details, analysis of language) and voice.  The 
most persuasive essays show control of language and of the text, revealing the nuances and 
complexities of the text even as they advance a focused argument.  They may even consider 
counter-arguments or account for alternative interpretations of a passage.  

 
3) Originality. Have you generated fresh insights, ideas, and perspectives? Have you made new 

and interesting connections?

Originality flows from attachment and commitment to a text.  Follow your gut - what do you 
see in the text? Pursue problems, ask questions that you care about and think deeply (and re-
read the text to help you do all of these things!)  Often students think that originality results 
just from thinking big, but it can also emerge from thinking small: how does a single word or 
image illuminate the text as a whole?  Most importantly, originality emerges from making 
new connections and expressing new relationships between ideas.  Be confident, be bold, and 
be true to the complexity of the text.

4) Presentation. Are there spelling errors, grammatical mistakes, or awkward, confusing 
sentences? Do you cite the edition and page number when you quote from the text?

Write and revise your paper with this grading model in mind:
• A paper that contains interesting analytical insights and is arranged into a clear, focused, and 

original argument will earn you a grade in the A range or below.
• A paper that contains interesting analytical insights but is not organized into an argument will 

earn you a grade in the B range or below.
• A paper that is largely a summary of the plot or a statement of obvious theme or character 

relations will earn you a grade in the C range or below.


